Minutes of Shalbourne Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 17th September 2007

Kingston Rooms

20.00 -22.00

1. Apologies for absence: 

Received from Mrs J Preston

2.  Receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interests

Mr D Byrne declared an interest in agenda item 11

3. Approval of minutes of the last meeting.

Accepted, Proposed by Mr J Moore and seconded by Mr R Theobald

4. Matters arising from minutes

a. Review rent charged for pub sign for 2008 and if appropriate, confirm or revise the existing rental.

The Clerk was asked to find who was responsible for payment of the rental the Brewery or the tenants 

b. Closure of Rural Post Offices.

The Clerk was asked to write to the surrounding hamlets to enlist their communities’ views on the impact of the potential closure of Shalbourne PO.

5. That the Council resolves to adopt 

a. the new model code of conduct for members of parish and town councils in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 No. 1159 including paragraph 12 (2). The latter to give members with prejudicial interest the same rights as members of the public to speak at a meeting on any issue. 

Adopted: Proposed by Mr P Blanthorn and Seconded by Mrs L Green

b. The Standing Orders and Guidance for those presiding at meetings as set out in the publication as prepared by the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) entitled ‘Standing Orders and Chairmanship’ prepared in July 2003 and relevant to Parish Councils. 

c. For clarity and in order to give effect to the inclusion of paragraph 12 (2) in the Model Code of Conduct, the Council further resolves that paragraph 70 of the Standing Orders (and elsewhere as may be necessary to give effect to this amendment) shall be deleted and replaced by a new paragraph 70 which shall read. ‘ At all meeting of the Council, its committees and sub-committees, the chairman shall at a convenient time in the transaction of business adjourn the meeting so as to allow any member of the council or the public to address, make representation, give evidence or answer questions in relation to the business being transacted at that meeting. Further this provision will continue to apply to members not withstanding any resolution that may have been made excluding the public pursuant to paragraph 68. 

Adopted:  Proposed by Mr P Blanthorn and Seconded by Mr J Moore

6. Council to resolve to Accept Annual Accounts

Adopted:  Proposed by Mrs S Zweck and Seconded by Mr R Theobald

It was noted that the auditor had requested a record to be made that the transfer of £50 from the deposit to the current account on the 25th September 2006 and for transfer of £60 from the deposit to the current account on the 20th December 2006 were authorised.

Approval was given, proposed by Mr G Tyler and seconded by Mrs L Green.

7. Council to resolve to authorise the signing of orders for payment as presented in attached table A.

	
	Item
	Amount

	1.
	Village Hire
	£80.00

	2.
	Shalbourne Skip Hire (18th May)
	£65.00

	3.
	Oxenwood Skip Hire (15th June)
	£65.00

	4.
	Clerks Services
	£282.60

	5.
	Election Fees
	£595.00

	6.
	CPRE membership
	£27.00

	7.
	Audit Expenses
	£141.00

	8.
	Chairman’s Expenses
	£1.64

	9.
	Shalbourne Skip hire
	£65.00

	10.
	Total 
	1322.24


Payment of the invoices presented was authorised. And the subsequent transfer of £1320.00 from the deposit to the current account was proposed by Mr P Blanthorn and Seconded by Mr R Theobald. 

NB: The Good Companion’s Club owe The Parish Council £90.00 due to an over payment in 2007 grant award.

8. Insurance Policy

Council to be advised on current amendments to the insurance policy and to resolve to pay any increased premium.

Mrs L Green was authorised to obtain from the insurers the Certificate of Insurers Liability; and to seek quotes on including in the policy re-instatement costs; fidelity and legal expenses.

The registration of the Village Green with the Land Registry was to be considered at a later date.

The Council resolved to issue a standard form of contract of employment to the Clerk as recommended by WALC. 

Approved:  Proposed by Mr P Blanthorn and seconded by Mr J Moore.

It was recommended that each Councillor notifies their Motor Insurance Company that ‘from time to time they use their vehicles on council business.’

The purchase of a Fire Proof box for Parish Documents was approved.

Proposed by Mr J Hooper and seconded by Mr R Theobald.

The box was to be purchased by Mrs S Zweck.

9. Parish Plans

a. The Council to resolve to peruse the preparation of a Parish Plan and instruct the Clerk to obtain information for a further meeting and if possible to make enquire and application for any grants that may be available to assist in the preparation of a parish plan.

It was noted that the Clerk, Mrs Green and Mr Byrne were to attend a Community First Meeting on Parish Plans on 16th October. 

Parish Plans will be tabled for discussion at the January 2008 meeting.

10. Training.

a. Council to resolve approve and pay training fees for the Clerk to attend a course to be run by National Association of Local Councils (NALC) to commence in October 2007. 

Further information from Community First is awaited.

b. To instruct the Clerk to apply for Bursary Fund available to support applications from Councils with income of less than £25K

Further information from Community First is awaited

c. Council to resolve to pay membership to the Society of Local Council Clerks, for sum of £55 membership and a £6 joining fee

Approved:  Proposed by Mrs Green and Seconded by Mr Tyler

11.  The Council resolves to instruct the Clerk to invite representatives of Shalbourne Club to give a presentation at the next Council meeting as to the outcome of the recent ‘ShalFest’ and the implications for the future.

Mr D Byrne having declared an interest retires.

The Clerk has been instructed to invite a representative of the Shalbourne Club to the November meeting, to clarify the following points, Charity status of the club in terms of the constitution and membership and to give an explanation of the relationship between the charity and the limited company.

 

Proposed by Mr R Theobald and seconded by Mr Moore

12.  The Council resolves to draw up a policy to aid vulnerable members of the community with assistance in dealing with pest infestations.

Not Approved.

Actions proposed were to contact RABI as owners of Ropewind Farm to deal with the rat infestation.

13. Committee Reports:

The Council to resolve to accept the Committee reports and give further directions as appropriate from the following committees.

a. Planning

i. Planning Applications

1. K56914/F (council agreed 30.07.07)

2. K57030/F (council agreed 30.07.07)

ii. Planning Requests granted by KDC

1. K56766/tr2 (19.07.07)

iii. Melrose Development was going to appeal on 10.10.07 and Mrs S Zweck was to represent the Parish Council.

b. Flooding

Meeting was adjourned to allow discussion from the members of the public.

Actions arising:

Mr P Blanthorn was to sent the letter detailing the flooding issues in Rivar Road to The Director of Environmental Services at WCC.

Mr G Tyler was to provide details of the ‘bottlenecks’ in the drainage system to Highways Dept at WCC.

c. Footpaths

FP1 / 2. The Bridge replaced and  path  between Brook Lane and the bridge cleared by Working Party in August.

FP21 A request received  to reduce the grass height has not been dealt with . There is understood to be a dispute involving that FP. WCC  to be approached  to accept action to clear footpath 21.

(afternote – Letter written to WCC )

There are outstanding issues with FP in the Oxenwood area.

d. Highways

Mrs Zweck has been requested to notify Highways about dangerous build up of gravel on the Bedwyn Road and the condition of the road surface outside highways Lilac Cottage.

e. Transport

Nothing to report

f. Police

The Community Support team are committed to monthly contact

Adrian Hampton will address the November Parish Council meeting on Emergency Planning

g. Environment

Having sought advice on the new flight plans for Bournemouth and Southampton Airports, Shalbourne residents should not notice any difference from the current situation.

14. Summary of correspondence received (presented in list B) Councillors agreed that the ‘black box’ system of circulating papers prior to the meeting was a good idea and was to continue.

Date of next meeting 12th November 2007 at 7.30. The Council will sit in session from 8.00pm

Meeting closed 10.15

